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Objectives

� Becoming a dental hygienist 

liaison (DHL)

� Michigan specific program

� Collaborations

� DHL activities

� Materials and resources

� Successes and challenges



Introductions

Jennifer VanWingen, RDH



Collaborations

The Central District Dental Hygienists' Society 

serving the counties of Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, 

Shiawassee and Livingston 



Capital Area Community Services 

Health Advisory  Committee



PA 161: Public Dental 

Prevention Program 

“A dental hygienist may perform 

dental hygiene services under the 

supervision of a dentist as part of a 

program for dentally underserved 

populations in this state conducted 

by a local, state, or federal grantee 

health agency for patients who are 

not assigned by a dentist.”



PA 161: Public Dental 

Prevention Program 

� Administered by Michigan 

Department of Community Health 

Oral Health Program

� Allows collaborative practice 

arrangement to deliver preventive 

care to unassigned and underserved 

populations in Michigan

� Non-profit agencies receive 2-year 

approval to provide care

� 2 Head Start agencies are PA 161 

grantees



DHL Activities

�Encourage Head Start participation 

in PA 161 programs

�Provide direct services

�Educate Head Start staff and 

parents using standardized training 

program

�Promote use of oral health 

materials in Head Start programs

PA 161: Public Dental 

Prevention Program 



Michigan Oral Health Coalition 

and Clare County



Presentations



Cavity Free Kids



Parent Education Days



Training Resources

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-

system/health/center/oral-health/oral-health.html



National and State Perinatal Initiatives



Home Visiting



Successes

� Joined Michigan Head Start 

Association

� Trained parents and staff

� Attended Head Start 

conferences

� Established collaborations

� Provided role modeling

� Utilized assessment codes



Challenges

� Time

� PA 161 administration

� State level collaborations

� Engaging parents, staff, 

and volunteers

� Finding funding sources



Contact Information

Susan Deming

Demings@michigan.gov 

(517) 373-3624



National Center on Health 

Contact Information

Toll-Free: (888) 227-5125

Email: nchinfo@aap.org

Website: 

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-

system/health


